
WELLINGTON HEIGHTS PROJECT: SUGGESTIONS FOR RESISTANCE


             Prepared by Dan Leahy for March 15, 2018 SWONA Meeting 

Who is proposing the project and what to do:  


Alex Vo (AlexV@triwayenterprises.com): PO Box 6130. Olympia. 98507 (360) 481-3086.


Nick Leung (leungnick1@gmail.com): 2710D NE 123rd, Seattle. 98126


Chris Merritt, Olympic Engineering. (360) 705-2474. chris@olyeng.com

Gail Smith of Keller Williams is the Real Estate Agent. (360) 561-0852


We have sent our letter to Vo/Leung twice at the above addresses.


You could send your own letter to their addresses or send them an email asking them to stop.


You could write to Chris Merritt telling him the neighborhood doesn't want the project.

Who Owns the property that Vo/Leung want to purchase and what to do:


Vo/Leung say they want to buy ten lots for their project. The norther border is Wellington 
West, western border is the Capitol City Honda dealership. The eastern border is land owned by 
the estate of George W. Johnson or his wife. The southern border of these ten lots is composed 
of the Jeep/Chrysler dealership, an auto sales dealership and half of the office park called 
Percival Creek Professional Lot Owners.


Dean Willie is the contact person/owner of the ten lots (Lemon Properties, LLC). The LLC's 
address 5732 Garden Lane, NW, Olympia. WA. 98502.  The telephone book lists his home 
number as (360) 866-1296. We could write or call Mr. Willie ask him not to sell to Vo/


Leung and discuss other purchase options. A park has been suggested or a land trust purchase.

Who Owns the Property on the Border of the lots Vo/Leung want to purchase & what to do:


Mrs. George Johnson owns five lots on the eastern border of the Wellington Heights project.  
Vo/Leung would need an easement or lot purchase to establish an exit from their 
project to the 
southern end of Decatur SW. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson have always been supportive 


of our efforts to keep Decatur closed to automobile traffic and to create a bike/pedestrian park.


Capitol City Honda is on the western border. The lots are owned by McCarroll Investments One 


and Six.  Kelly (McCarroll) and her husband, Chris Levesque, are the “principal and General


Manager” of Capital City Honda. SWONA has written to them twice, most recently on January 
24th providing them with information from the City about the storm water retention issue.  I 
don't know if they are currently affected by or will be affected storm water run off from the 
project area.  It would be important to meet with them in person and also to ask them not to


grant a “drainage easement” for the Wellington Heights project.


There are three corporate entities on the southern border of the project: The Jeep Chrysler 
Dealership, Evergreen Auto Sales and the Percival Creek office park. All of them may be 


asked for a drainage easement.  We have written to all of them and provided storm water 
scoping information. 


I have met with one owner, Bruce Titus (Jeep Chrysler) (BLT Investments); talked on the phone 
with Kim Andresen, representative of the office park owners (MPH Holdings, LLC), but have 
not met with Dale Kimmel & Don Wilder, owners of the Evergreen Auto Sales land through 
K.W. Limited, LLC. Mr. Titus told me in early March that he talked to the City Planner, that 
they are not doing anything, but will call him if the City begins to do something.


One of the interesting aspects of the current auto mall is that the Toyota Dealership moved to 


Tumwater in the spring of 2017, which meant the lost of between $1.1 and $1.5 in sales tax 


revenue to the City of Olympia.  Mr. Titus gave me the impression he would consider moving 


to Tumwater if the City continued pushing this project. Why?  Because storm water run off from 
the 10 foot embankment behind his dealership is already a problem and would no doubt be


exacerbated by more “development” as proposed by Vo/Leung.  


We need to continue talking with these corporate entities about storm water runoff.  Also, 
I think it is worth considering that the City, due to its own incompetence, has lost considerable 
sales tax revenue and is replacing those losses by pushing unconditioned property tax increases 
such as the one last November.

The Mayor and City Council and What to do:


The Mayor and City Council have direct authority over the City Manager Steve Hall and the 
City Attorney Mark Barber. They directly appoint both of them and can replace them. The 
Council theoretically manages the city's staff through the City Manager, Steve Hall.  It is 
my impression that Council members avoid directing staff. It is also my impression that staff 
resents individual Council members or even the Mayor asking them for information or directly 
them in any way. In addition, Council members are dependent on staff and therefore are


hesitant to publicly criticize them even when staff lose sales tax revenue or make disastrous


planning mistakes like approving the 7-Eleven at Harrison and Division.


In addition, most development decisions are delegated to the City Manager and staff. The City


Council does not vote on whether or not the “Wellington Heights” should proceed and has no


direct authority over the OP&D staff like Keith Stahley, Tim Smith, Paul Smith and Jeff 
Fant 
who are facilitating the Vo/Leung/Merritt project through scoping meetings, etc.


Maybe the question to ask the Mayor and each City Council member is how will you help 
us stop this project that is opposed by SWONA and over 80 households?  Write an email to 
each or maybe just the one you voted for or the one you know. Invite them to meet with you 
face to face. They have all been to the project area, except perhaps Jim Cooper and Nathaniel 
Jones.


If you need to chose which City Council member to communicate with, chose the ones up for 


election in 2019: Mayor Cheryl Selby and Council members Jessica Bateman and Nathaniel 


Jones. Or, you could ask the two who said they opposed the project: Lisa Parshley (“I'm firmly


opposed to the Wellington Heights development project”) or Renata Rollins (“I've consulted 


the city's current Comprehensive Plan – and this proposal doesn't seem to fit that vision.')


Mayor Cheryl Selby (cselby@ci.olympia.wa.us); Nathaniel Jones (njones@ci.olympia.wa.us);


Jessica Bateman (jbateman@ci.olympia.wa.us); Renata Rollins (rrollins@ci.olympia.wa.us);


Lisa Parshley (lparshle@ci.olympia.wa.us); Clark Gilman (cgilman@ci.olympia.wa.us); Jim


Cooper (jcooper@ci.olympia.wa.us).

Olympia Planning and Development (OP&D) Staff and What to do


These are the staff we have been in communication with in regards to the Wellington Heights


project: Keith Stahley, Director, (kstahley@ci.olympia.wa.us), Tim Smith, Principal Planner, 
(tsmith@ci.olympia.wa.us). 570-3915; Paula Smith, Assistant Planner in charge of Wellington 
Heights project (psmith@ci.olympia.wa.us). 753-8596; and Jeff Fant, Engineering Plans 
Examiner (jfant@ci.olympia.wa.us). 753-8315.


Once we found out about the Pre-Submission conference at the end of September 2017, many 
of us including the SWONA organization asked the OP&D to keep us informed of any 
continuing communication with Vo/Leung about this “Wellington Heights” project. They did 
not.


We found out in early January 2018 that the City's planning staff was in direct communication 
with Nick Leung and Alex Vo throughout October and November and held a “Storm Water 
Scoping meeting with them on December 7, 2017 and continued to discuss storm water with 
Olympic Engineering's Chris Merritt after that date.  We were never notified or allowed to 
participate.


When we asked Mr. Stahley why we were not informed of this scoping meeting, he said he


checked with City Attorney Mark Barber and told us these scoping meetings are not “public 
meetings.”  


On January 22, 2018, we asked the Mayor and City Council to ask City Attorney Mark Barber 
for his 
written, legal opinion as to why we (SWONA) are excluded from these meetings, but we 
have received no response, except from Council member Renata Rollins who said she 
“inquired.” People could continue to ask the Council for a written legal opinion as to why 


SWONA representatives are excluded from scoping meetings.


We used a public records request to get background information pertaining to the Storm


water scoping meeting.  People should make use of this request form to ask for information


they need from the City.  Be as time specific and document specific as you can. Here is the


link:  http://www.olympiawa.gov/city-government/public-records-requests.aspx. 


Go to the site: click: “online” then “submit a request” for “general public records” then set


up and account with your email and a password, then choose an area: such as “Community


Planning and Development” and proceed to state your request.


Jeff Fant, Engineering Plans Examiner, (753-8315), told us we could review the Engineering 


plans submitted for this project by Olympic Engineering before the City's approval of those 


plans.  People could write (jfant@ci.olympia.wa.us) or call Jeff and ask to receive a copy of 


those plans.  We have engineers in our neighborhood that will review those plans for us.I

Scoping Meeting on a Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) and What to do:


IF the City will hold a meeting with Vo/Leung concerning a TIA, we want to be notified 


allowed to observe.  

Scoping Meeting on a Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) and What to do:


We should tell the City (a) we want a TIA for this project. It is not required. Believe it or not, 
the City did not require a separate traffic analysis for the proposed 7-Eleven at Harrison and 
Division. This project proposed the most automobile intensive use (24 hour convenience store) 
at the City's busiest intersection, yet no study.


We would want to see how this project will affect the entire Westside of Olympia.  Tell Stahley, 
Tim Smith and Paul Smith what you want specifically covered in the TIA.  


There is a nine page memo entitled, “Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) Guidelines for New


Developments.”  Please ask these folks for a copy or get a copy through a public records 


request.  “A Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) is a specialized study of the impacts of a certain


type and size of development will have on the surrounding transportation system.” (page 2).


In early March, Associate Planner Paula Smith said that the City has not held a Traffic Scoping 
meeting for this project and that no meeting has been scheduled.  (March 8, 2018)

Neighborhood Mobilization


The City's recognized official neighborhood association for this area is the SW Olympia 


Neighborhood Association (SWONA). This association works to represent all residents


and businesses within its boundaries. On November 16, 2017, SWONA passed a resolution


opposing the Wellington Heights project. Phil Cornell is President. Phil_cornell@yahoo.com


Wellington West Home Owners Association (HOA).  As far as I know, these HOAs have not 
taken a position in favor or opposed to the Wellington Heights project.  We have fifteen
households on our letter who live inside the boundaries of the Wellington West.  They need to 
go to their HOA and get resolutions passed opposing this development.


83 Households.  This is an impressive beginning, but we need more people to sign our letter 
opposing this development.  It means each of you talking to one or two neighbors and getting 


them to sign the letter to Vo/Leung.  If they say yes, simply give them my email address:


danleahy43@yahoo.com and ask them to send me an email saying they want to sign on to the 
letter.


Face to Face Strategy Session. At some point, if there is to be effective resistance to this 
project, there will need to be a face to face strategy session with participants from those 83 
households.

Dan Leahy

1415 6th  Avenue SW

Olympia, Washington 98502

danleahy43@yahoo.com
March 15, 2018.

